
After quite a hectic February there are not many fully planned events. But this 
is a taster of the year ahead: 
Family Cinema Event: Details of this will be posted out separately and will be 
available on the website. Likely to be during the school Easter holidays. 
Parent Carers Conference: Friday 13th June. Link-Upp will be participating in 
this event at Birmingham Town Hall. This will be part of Carers Week 08. 
Picnic in the Park: Provisionally booked for Tuesday August 5th. The usual mix 
of mayhem and sandwiches! 

Link-Upp : Forthcoming events 

Every Disabled 
Child Matters: 

Campaign 
Workshop. 

There may still be 
places at this work-
shop to be held at 
Carrs Lane Church 
Centre on Monday 
March 3rd from 
10.30am– 2.30pm. Con-
tact Liz Ranger on: 
020 7608 8784 or 
v i s i t  h t t p : / /
www.cafamily.org.uk/
influenceevents.html 
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PLEASE NOTE 
The full list of parent/
carer support groups that 
are affiliated to Link-Upp 
will no longer appear in 
every newsletter, giving us 
more space to share infor-
mation. 
New groups will be fea-
tured and the full updated 
list will be attached to the 
back of the newsletter 
occasionally. 
Of course if you require a 
list at any time please do 
not hesitate to contact us 
& we’ll send you one! Alter-
natively an up to date list 
of affiliated groups is al-
ways available on our web-
site: www.link-upp.org.uk 

Parent Views Count: UPDATE 
You should receive a leaflet with this newsletter about 
the consultation events for Parents of children with 
special needs. These events are designed to find out 
your opinion on the “Priorities and Options” that the 
Council’s Strategic Working Group has prepared. This 

newsletter is a little late, but some of the dates given will still be avail-
able. If you cannot attend a meeting it is still possible for you to make 
your feelings known. Visit the Parent Views Count website at: 
www.bgfl.org/ParentViewsCount and download the question sheet. You’ll 
find it in the purple box on the Homepage. You can then either complete 
the form electronically and e-mail it back, or you can print it off and re-
turn by post to: Sue White, Highview, Oldwich Lane East, Fen End, Nr. 
Kenilworth CV8 1NR.  If you want a questionnaire posted to you, call 
07778 783 596. 
 

Please take the time to be involved. A lot of Parents have given up their 
time to be your representatives on the workstreams leading towards this 

WINTER FUEL ALLOWANCE: Take action Now! 
The Every Disabled Child Matters campaign is calling for government to help families with disabled children 
out of poverty by piloting a winter fuel allowance, matching that currently paid to pensioners.  
 

This is needed because research by Contact a Family shows two-thirds of families with disabled children 
struggle to pay their fuel bills during winter. Worse still, 10 per cent of these families have had their gas 
or electricity supply cut off because they couldn't pay the bills 
 

With the Budget fast approaching, they urgently need all their supporters to take part 
in their action on winter fuel allowance. If you haven't yet done so, please email your MP 
at http://www.edcm.org.uk/winterfuel 
 
They want the Chancellor to make this commitment in the March Budget announcement.  



Link-Upp 
(Birmingham) 

c/o Contact a Family 
Prospect Hall 

12 College Walk 
Selly Oak 

Birmingham 
B29 6LE 

 
 

DADS DAYDADS DAY  
  

A FATHER’S JOURNEY; A FATHER’S JOURNEY;   
EXPLORING BEING EXPLORING BEING   

THE DAD OF A CHILD WITH THE DAD OF A CHILD WITH 
SPECIAL NEEDSSPECIAL NEEDS  

  

Saturday 26th April 2008 
10am—3pm 

The day will be led by: Barry Carpenter, Chief Executive, Sunfield and 
Stephen Venables, Everest Explorer & author of ‘Ollie’. Stephen will 
present “On Top of the World – the joy of mountains and fatherhood” 
as well as “Living With Autism” where he talks about the long journey 
he and Rosie made with Ollie, attempting to break through the barrier 
of autism, but also learning to admire the unique qualities of their spe-
cial child. 
 

The cost for this event is £10 per delegate. For more information con-
tact: Sunfield Professional Development Centre 
Clent Grove, Clent, Nr. Stourbridge, West Mids. DY9 9PB 
Tel:  01562 883183;  Fax:  01562 881316;  email:  pdc@sunfield.org.uk                        

www.sunfield.org.uk  

0121 415 4445 
07767 086 417 

 
 

info@link-upp.org.uk 

www.link-upp.org.uk 

Disclaimer 
The editor retains the right to omit, include or edit any contributions. The views and suggestions in this newsletter 
are those of individual contributors and not necessarily supported by Link-Upp. Link-Upp cannot 
accept responsibility for any goods or services mentioned in or enclosed in this newsletter. 
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STRONGER: Event Report 30/01/08 
I think that everyone who attended the performance of “Stronger” by the Bir-
mingham based “Women & Theatre” group will agree that it was a very powerful 
performance. At times emotional, yet definitely positive about living with a child 
with a disability. Most of the audience agreed that there had been parts of the 
story that they could relate to. This play will eventually be filmed along with 
some of the responses of those audience members who agreed to take part. This 
will become part of a training package for professionals called “Strengthening 
Families” which aims to remind professionals that behind every Special Needs 
child they are assessing there is a family with complex needs as well. For more 
information about this project visit: http://www.face2facenetwork.org.uk/
StrengtheningFamilies.htm 

Treehouse Parent Support Project Reports 
Treehouse is the national charity for autism education. One way that 
Treehouse provides support to parents and carers is through the its Par-
ent Support Project. The project is based on 'Constructive Campaigning 
for Autism Services: The PACE Parents' Handbook'. It is a three year 
project, started in September 2006. The aim of the project is to em-

power parents and carers of children with autism to improve the provision of autism education in 10 local 
authority areas across England. (Including Birmingham.) 
Two reports from the project are now available online. Report 1 introduces the project and how it is work-
ing. Report 2 details emerging issues and some interesting and successful solutions. For a read about posi-
tive changes brought about by parents working together visit: 
http://www.treehouse.org.uk/publications/psp-reports/ 


